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A 2K 2 0 2J0 Dust
on Contronymy

(12) The primary senses of the verb mist-
a. Become Type: “To be or become misty” “appear in the form of a mist"~

b. Cover Type: “To cover or cbscure with or as with mist"~
(OED, CD-ROM, Second Edition, 1089)«

(13) The primary senses of the verb vapor-
Maove Type: “To rise or ascend, to be emitted or diffused, in the form of vapour"*
Remave Trpe: “To pass away, to be dissipated, in the form of vapour”

Become Type: “To convert into vapour”
Cover Type: To make dim or obscure with vapour.©

a.
b.
e
d.
(OED, CD-ROM, Second Edition, 1989)«

(14) The primary senses of the verb dusfi2

a. Move Type: “to rise as dust"

b. Remove Type: “To free from dust: to wipe or brush off the dust from "~

. Become Type: “To reduce to dust, or to small particles like dust"=

d. Cover Type: To sprinkle with dust or powder.*

A 4202049

4 3K20 1J9 TheNews

Perspert i v~
(4) Four stages of semantic focus shift in the English present perfect (Fu, 2010)

Stage 1: Present > Past 4

Stage 2: Present < Past

Perf r @an

(OED, CD-ROM. Second Edition, 1939)«

Tk

A Case

t an Evol ut

Stage 3: Present > Past

<—

the present perfect in present-day English

Stage 4: Present < Past

To begin with, Stage 1 in the above (4) is characterized by “present
outweighing past” semantically, meaning that the semantic weight on the present

overpasses that on the past. Stage 1 covers a historical period till the 14th century,
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